further, although the people continued to whisper that
Catherine was not to be trusted.

The King's Catholic mistresses had an easier escape than
his wife. The Duchesse de Mazarin was not in politics. She
was only cursed a little and accused vaguely. The Duchess
of Portsmouth won immunity by promising her support to
" Little Sincerity/* The Duchess of Cleveland was safe in
France, distinguishing herself by a jealous quarrel with her
daughter over a man. Charles, when he took a hand in the
dispute, received this reply:

** Now all I have to say for myself is that you know as to
love one is not mistress of one's self & that you ought not
to be offended wth me, since all things of yfl nature is at an
end wth you and I, so that I could do you no prejudice/'

Her former lover took less notice of her than he might
if he had not been so preoccupied with events at home* As
the reign of terror wore on, he regained his calm. He grew
accustomed to the brutally farcical proceedings in his courts
of law. He did nothing to improve them, but he played a
careful game which was directed only to saving his im-
mediate followers, his brother and himself. For the others,
he sighed and let them go to their doom. It was all he could
do to carry out his more immediate program of which the
first step was a dissolution of the Parliament that had alter-
nately served and thwarted him for eighteen years. Danby's
impeachment and the Exclusion Bill died with the Par-
liament, but even Charles did not dare delay new elections.

The Shaftesbury faction returned in greater force than
ever, and all Charles had won was delay. In his speech from
the Throne he advised them to let personalities alone, cease
their quarrelling, renew taxes which had recently lapsed.
They replied by returning to the attack on Danby. The
King had showed his confidence in the minister by giving